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RNOH Charity’s Buttercup Day
25 June 2020


World-leading specialists need world-leading support.
The RNOH Charity strengthens and supports the people, research and infrastructure that make the RNOH one of the world’s best orthopaedic hospitals.
The RNOH is one of the top three centres in the world for the treatment of many complex orthopaedic conditions, including acute spinal injuries, bone cancer, and congenital limb deformities. Over 30% of our work is for children, who come from all over Britain to have surgical procedures ranging from spinal correction to lifesaving bone tumour removal.
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What is Buttercup Day?
In 2019 the RNOH Charity held its first Buttercup Day at the RNOH raising over £20,000 for the hospital. The day supported by staff and volunteers consisted of a yellow raffle with amazing prizes, cakes made by @annabellecakes and bespoke Buttercup pin badges
Hospital staff and various wards wore yellow in support of the day.  On Thursday 25 June we will be hosting our second RNOH Charity Buttercup Day and we need YOUR HELP. We want your school to host their own Buttercup Day, with pupils and staff wearing yellow and hosting yellow themed activities in support of all the amazing work we do. 
Why Buttercups?
Between the First and Second World Wars young RNOH patients would pick buttercups on the Stanmore site. This resulted in Buttercup Day being launched by HRH The Duke of Gloucester and buttercups were made and sold in central London to raise funds for the Hospital’s Appeal, unfortunately, due to the coming of the Second World War the Buttercup Day was postponed.
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Footage from the 1930’s: https://www.britishpathe.com/video/buttercup-time/query/Summer 

In 2018 award winning writer Robert Macfarlane commissioned a special Buttercup Poem after our new Stanmore Building was decorated with art and poems from his bestseller, The Lost Words.
Buttercup, tell me, I have to know – 
from where do you get your glorious glow?

Unearthed gold? Stolen sun? Did you ransack 
a rainbow? Melt down a halo?

Tell me, buttercup – who have you bribed
what debts do you owe,

To own such treasure, to get such colour to grow?

Each of my cups, child is made by me –
I don’t borrow or steal my yellow.

Rather, I forge it from scratch and give it for free
to banish sorrow, to overthrow woe.

Carry my flowers, child; let them brighten your 
day with their glow;

Utter my name and summon my light to quicken 
your soul if your spirits are slow;

Put me by your bed at night, child – so I gleam 
in your dreams, when your heart is low.

How can your School get involved?
We want to get as many local schools to raise money by wearing yellow and hosting their own Buttercup day 25 June in support of the RNOH Charity.
· Turn your classroom/school hall yellow for the day

· Dress in yellow – from socks, to a tie or t-shirt – suggested £1 donation
· Purchase one of our bespoke Buttercup pin badges
· Write your own Buttercup poem

· Hold a 1930’s inspired day – hospitals in the 1930’s

· Draw/decorate buttercups to be displayed
· Bake cakes – with yellow toppings and sell after school

· Plant buttercups 
· Share your support by using #RNOHButtercupDay
Where does your money go?
In December 2018 we completed phase 1 of our redevelopment project with the opening of our new hospital building – The Stanmore Building - offering the very best ward facilities for patients and allowing staff to work in a setting matching their skill and dedication. It comes after a thirty year campaign to replace many of the old ward buildings that date from World War Two. There are five floors in the new £50 million building, offering the very latest inpatient facilities. Thanks to our very generous donors, the   RNOH Charity funded a number of elements of the new building which are not affordable within the limits of NHS funding. These include  high-quality equipment for each ward; the installation of two rehabilitation gyms, a social space for teenagers and an interactive children’s activity centre; a range of uplifting artwork and a unique sculpture in the building’s atrium. The Charity has also recently agreed to fund state-of-the-art scanning equipment to ensure the RNOH remains a leader in the early diagnosis of cancer.
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We are now looking to fundraise for phase 2 of our Redevelopment project which will look to fund an independent living unit for our spinal cord injured patients, specialist equipment, and pioneering research projects.  We will also be further enhancing our volunteer team and crucial buggy service which transport patients around our extensive and hilly site.
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How can we support you?
There are numerous ways in which we can work together and help support the RNOH.
Work experience: The RNOH is a large organisation and Work Experience opportunities may be available in many different areas including:

· Corporate – Including Human Resources, Finance, Planning, General Administration

· Clinical – Pathology, Physiotherapy, Psychology, Anaesthetics, Spinal, Joint Reconstruction, Shoulders and Elbow, Urology

· Non-Clinical – Medical Administration

· Information Technology
· Charity – working in the fundraising office

Volunteering:  The Volunteer Services team here at the RNOH is fully funded by the RNOH Charity. Our volunteers assist in many departments around the hospital, from admin support for secretaries and ward staff, as well as developing art activity and other services.  In 2017 the Volunteer team embarked on a pilot scheme with Haberdashers girls’ school for students looking for work experience in a clinical environment for their university applications. The pilot was a success and this has now been rolled out each year to pupils.
Charity of the year: A Charity of the Year partnership with the RNOH Charity is a fantastic way to motivate and unite your students while helping us raise vital funds and awareness for our cause. We will be on hand to advise how you can get involved in fundraising activities, volunteering time and skills, events, challenges and more.
Contact us:
Vicky Brady – Community Fundraising Manager
E: V.Brady@nhs.net
            T: 0208909 5362
www.rnohcharity.org

World-leading specialists need world-leading support


